Calendar No. 1369 


$2p CONGRESS SENATE Reporr 
2d Session Ty No. 14 32 


LAW LIBRA 


KUNIO ITOH 
APRIL 8 (legislative day, APRIL 2), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 5936] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5936) for the relief of Kunio Itoh, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the racial barrier to 
admission into the United States in behalf of a minor half-Japanese 
child to be adopted by Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Herman W. Robertson 
who are citizens of the United States. The child would be considered 
to be a nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by 
the alien minor children of United States citizens. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Japan on March 15, 1951, of 
a Japanese mother and an American serviceman. The child is 
presently in the custody of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Herman W. Robertson 
who are citizens of the United. States and residents of Houston, Tex. 

Congressman Albert Thomas, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following information in connection with the case: 


. Wina LEGAL OFFICE, 
THREE HuNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOURTH Troop CARRIER WING (H), 
APO 704, December 15, 1951. 
Hon. ALpert THOMaAs, 
United States Representative, Eighth District, Texas, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: As the wing legal officer at Tachikawa Air Base, I have been 
requested to advise Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Herman W. Robertson, of South Houston, 
Tex., in connection with their adoption of a foundling from a Japanese orphanage. 
After consulting with them at length, and preparing what I believe to be a com- 
plete file of the requisite documents, I am taking tbe liberty of seeking your 
assistance in the furtherance of this matter. 
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The background of the adoption is this: Sergeant Robertson is 34 years of age 
and his wife is 28. They were married in San Antonio, Tex., April 2, 1942, and 
are at present childless. The minor alien child in question is 9 months of age. 
His mother is Japanese, and his father isan unnamed American serviceman. The 
Robertsons located the child through the good offices of a physician, Dr. Rokuro 
Nagase, whose medical certificate is included as an exhibit. 

Included in the documents forwarded for your consideration is a letter signed 
by the natural mother relinquishing all claims to the child and bestowing her 
blessing upon the proposed adoption. There is enclosed, also, a letter from the 
wing chaplain, with accompanying letters of recommendation from persons who 
have known the Robertsons both in Japan and in the United States. I have had 
both Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Robertson execute personal-history statements in 
the form of affidavits, setting forth pertinent and illuminating information about 
their respective backgrounds. 

I enclose, also a copy of the child’s census register, in both Japanese and English, 
indicating his status as abandoned. In addition, you will find a copy of the 
marriage certificate evidencing the marriage of the prospective foster parents and 
accompanying photographs of the child and of the parents. Needless to say, both 
personally and officially, I heartily endorse the prospective immigration, natural- 
ization, and adoption of this child. 

Therefore, I am addressing this letter to you to request that you draft and pre- 
sent to the Congress a private bill on behalf of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Herman W. Rob- 
ertson, which legislation would permit the entry of this child into the United States 
for the purpose of adoption by this couple. Existing occupation regulations pre- 
clude the possibility, at this time, of entering into formal adoption proceedings in 
the Japanese courts. It is the intention of the Robertsons to adopt this child 
under the laws of Texas, the State of their domicile. The Honorable Tom Pickett, 
of the Seventh District of Texas, at my request, drafted similar legislation on be- 
half of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. E. H. Shelton, which became Private Law 43 of the 
Eighty-second Congress, chapter 72, first session. The success of this bill, which 
was the first in a series of private legislation requested on behalf of foster parents 
on this base, was a source of great satisfaction to all of us here in Japan. Similar 
legislation hes been drafted and presented on behalf of other couples on this base 
by the Honorable Mike Mansfield, of the First District of Montana; the Honorable 
Bob Sikes, of the Third District of Florida; the Honorable Charles B. Hoeven, of 
the Eighth District of Iowa; and by the Honorable Hamer H. Budge, of the Second 
District of Idaho, to enumerate a few. 

I have this date addressed a similar letter to the Honorable J. M. Combs, of the 
Second District of Texas, requesting that he initiate similar legislation on behalf 
of another couple at this base. I feel sure that any of the above-mentioned 
Representatives will advise you of their efforts in this matter. 

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated. In the event that you find 
that other supporting information might be needed, or know of any further assist- 
ance that I might render in the support of this bill, kindly advise me accordingly. 
I am sure that you realize the need for haste based on exigencies of the rotation 
policy, whereby the adopting parents might be compelled to abandon this child 
through forced return to the zone of interior. 

Anticipating that you will be so kind as to consent to act on behalf of this couple, 
permit me to thank you in advance for your courtesy in this instance. With kind- 
est personal regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
Greorce J. Go_psporovuau, Jr., 
Captain, USAF, 
Wing Legal Officer. 


ree 
PERSONAL History STATEMENT OF HERMAN W, ROBERTSON 


I, Herman W. Robertson, was born in Roanoke, Va., on May 1, 1917. I was 
the fifth child of eight children. 

The following information is given concerning the present status of my parents, 
brothers, and sisters: 


(a) Parents 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Douglas Robertson, have lived in Roanoke, 
Va., for over 50 years, where my father was an engineer for the Norfolk & South- 
western Railroad for 45 years. They owned their home and raised eight children 
in a law-abiding, Christian home. 
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(b) Sisters 


Mrs. Bob Babb has two married daughters. The husbands of these two girls 
are both in the Navy—one is a lieutenant commander and the other a captain. 
Mr. Babb is a district manager for the American General Life Insurance Co. in 
Jacksonville, Fla. They own their own home. 

Mrs. J. B. Crowder has three teen-age children. Her husband is the foreman 
for the Roanoke Silk Mill. They own their home, and Mr. Crowder has been a 
Mason for about 20 years. 

Mrs. Tillman Williams—her husband is a manager for the Fair Maid Baking 
Co., in Richmond, Va. 

Mrs. Johnny Herschberger—her husband owns the biggest television store in 
Whittier, Calif. They own their home. 

Mrs. George White—her husband owns a farm and is the manager for a creamery 
in Roanoke, Va. All the children are law-abiding, devoted Christians and take 
an active part in church activities, 

(ce) Brothers 


Mr. Douglas Robertson has three teen-age children. He is manager for the 
Fair Maid Baking Co. in Staunton, Va. They own their home. 

Mr. Kenneth Robertson lives with my parents and works for the Norfolk & 
Southwestern Railroad. 

I attended the public schools in Roanoke, but left school and joined the Army 
at the age of 17. I have all these years’ service with no black marks against my 
character or service record. 

I met and married Marjorie Allene Smith in San ‘Antonio, Tex., on April 2, 
1942. We lived in San Antonio where we owned our home at 103 Tipton Street, 
during which time I was an instructor at Randolph Field for a while. I also 
served nearly 3 years in the CID and OSI service. 

We left San Antonio and moved to Roanoke, Va., where we stayed for 2 months, 
then returning to San Antonio. Inasmuch as I was then transferred to San 
Marcos, Tex., we sold our home in San Antonio. 

We lived in San Marcos for 2% years, where I entered the motion-picture 
service. From San Marcos I was transferred to Houston, Tex., where we bought 
our home. This is my permanent address now. My mother-in-law is living in 
our home so we would not have to rent while we are overseas. We bought our 
home brand new and have been the only occupants. We also have all of our 
furniture bought new and paid for for our six-room (and garage) home. 

I do not owe any money to anyone and have $300 on hand and nearly $1,000 
in cash in the bank. 

I do not smoke or drink. I have lived a close, devoted Christian life with my 
wife, and we have never parted due to personal trouble. We have worked in the 
closest church to us in every town we have been in and have worked with the 
Japanese Christian work for over a year. During this year we have started a 
Bible class and Sunday school that is growing daily. I am very conscious of the 
need for Americans to spread friendship, love, and Christianity with the Japanese. 

My wife and I have many friends that are all over the world, due to our Army 
travels. 

HERMAN W. ROBERTSON, 
Staff Sergeant, USAF. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of December 1951. 


Grorce J. GoLpssporoves, Jr., 
Captain, USAF, 
Judge Advocate. 





NaGasE Hospirtatu, 
177, 2-chome, Shibazaki-cho, Tachikawa City, December 8, 1951. 


MEDICAL CERTIFICATE 


I, the undersigned doctor, do hereby certify that Kunio Itoh, born on March 15, 
1951, is free from trachoma, venereal diseases, mental disease, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

[SEAL] Roxuro NaGassg, Doctor. 

I, Kenjiro Kurosaki, do hereby certify that the above is a true and exact trans- 
lation of the attached medical certificate to the best of my knowledge and ability. 

KENs1RO KvuRosakI, 
Interpreter, Wing Legal Office. 
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43-BANCHI, YAMATO-CHO, 
Nakano-ku, Tokyo-to, November 18, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I, the undersigned mother of Kunio Ito, do hereby agree to the adoption between 
my son and Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, member of the United States Armed Forces; 
further I vow that I would never raise any objection hereafter against said Kunio’s 
personal problems. 

(Signed) Kixkvu (fingerprint) Iro, 
Mother of the Child in Question. 

Witness: 

(Signed) Rokuro (fingerprint) MAcasp, 
177-banchi, 2-chome, 
Shibazaki-cho, Tachikawa City, Tokyo-to. 

I, Kenjiro Kurosaki, do hereby affirm that the above is a true and exact transla- 

tion of the attached statement to the best of my knowledge and ability. 


KEeNJIRO KUROSAKI, 
Interpreter, Wing Legal Office. 


Heapquarters, Far East Atnk Marférret ComMANpn, 
APO 323, December 15, 1981. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Herman W. Robertson have indicated to me their desire 
to adopt a child. I have known and worked with Sergeant Robertson for a 
period of 16 months, during which time we have been associated in chapel and 
local missionary activity. The Christian character of their person and their 
home gives every assurance that the child in question would have a wonderful 
home, and a careful and affectionate rearing. 

Sergeant Robertson is a lay minister licensed to preach by the Southern Baptist 
Church, and has been very active in assistance to local Japanese churches in the 
vicinity of this base. His background of 10 years of marriage and his obviously 
stable and happy home situation has been respected and trusted by the indigenous 
personnel whom he has helped. Mrs. Robertson’s constant labors with him in 
Christian activities have been a source of considerable influence among the 
Japanese women of missionary churches. 

It is felt by the undersigned that the care and wisdom that the Robertsons 
would give to the child, and the home training they could give, would be of a 
very superior nature. I do not hesitate to recommend them as proper and 
highly desirable applicants for the adoption of a child. 

JaMEsS N. McConneE tt, 
Chaplain (Major), USAF, 
Air Chaplain. 


First Baptist CHURCH, 
South Houston, Tex., December 6, 1941. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


This is to certify that Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Herman W. Robertson are members 
in good standing of the First Baptist Church, South Houston, Tex., and are of 
excellent spiritual and moral character and in view of their desire to adopt a home- 
less child as their own and are worthy of our most favorable recommendation. 

It is our sincere belief that they would provide a very satisfactory home for the 
child and trust a favorable consideration will be given to their request. 

Sincerely vours, 


Rev. H. J. Tutuis. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5936) should be enacted. 


O 





